
Attachments Proposal of Bay State Wind LLC for Long-Term Contracts for Offshore Wind Energy Projects 
 

  
 

 A T T A C H M E N T  7 - 6  

Project Support Letters 
  



 

  
 
 
 
 

LETTER OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

 This letter acknowledges that Bay State Wind, LLC (“BSW”) has committed to provide 

funding for bill payment assistance and deliver energy efficiency services to low-income 

households throughout the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in the event that the Massachusetts 

Department of Public Utilities (DPU) approves a power purchase agreement for the delivery of 

power in connection with an off-shore wind project being proposed by BSW, in response to bids 

filed under the so-called “83C”1 solicitation process. 

 In particular, BSW has committed to make a stream of payments over a 20-year period if 

its project proposal is chosen.  Assuming that an 800MW project is approved, the total payments 

would be approximately $15 million (nominal).  Payments, which would start at approximately 

$550,000 annually and increase to almost $1 million annually in the twentieth year, would be 

made to a non-profit Fiscal Agent, Action for Boston Community Development (ABCD), for a 

period of up to twenty years, should the DPU choose BSW as the successful “83C” bidder and 

the BSW project be in operation throughout the 20 year period.  ABCD will distribute the funds 

to the non-profit and governmental agencies that operate the Low-Income Home Energy 

Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) in accordance 

with state-mandated funding formulas for those programs to ensure equitable allocation of the 

funds across the state.   

                                                 
1 Acts of 2016, ch. 188, § 12, adding Section 83D to the Acts of 2008, ch. 169. 



 

  
 
 
 The payments are scheduled to increase over the 20-year period, to reflect expected rising 

need (in nominal dollars) over time. ABCD and Action, Inc. (the signatories below) represent 

that this would provide substantial bill payment assistance to low-income households who are 

having difficulty paying their heating and energy bills.  If all of the funding in any year were 

devoted solely to fuel assistance payments, it would fully serve the need of approximately 1,000 

households.  If the annual funding were used to increase the payments to households already 

determined eligible for LIHEAP, this amount of funding would provide, e.g., an additional $100 

of assistance to 5,000 households in the first year and 10,000 households in the twentieth year.  

Over the course of the twenty year agreement, the amount pledged by BSW would help serve the 

home energy needs of tens of thousands of households. 

 On the energy efficiency side, the annual funding would allow the local agencies that 

deliver WAP to provide full, whole-building insulation and related energy-saving measures to 

approximately 100-to-200 households, or approximately 2,000 to 4,000 households over the 20 

year period. 

 BSW has offered that the Fiscal Agent will have reasonable discretion as to how to 

allocate the available funding between bill payment assistance and energy efficiency services, 

year-to-year, depending on such key factors as federal funding for the fuel assistance and 

weatherization programs, availability of utility funding for weatherization, energy prices, and the 

severity of expected winter weather. The Fiscal Agent will exercise that discretion through 

discussions with the local LIHEAP and WAP administering agencies. 
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December 6, 2017 
 
 
Thomas Brostrøm 

President, Ørsted North America  
100 Oliver St 
Boston, MA 02110 
 
Dear Mr. Brostrøm, 
 
On behalf of our 1,272-member businesses and organizations, I wish to lend our strong support to the 
Request for Proposals submission of Baystate Wind, as a potential offshore wind energy procurement 
source for Massachusetts.  
 
This RFP represents an opportunity to end our region’s long-held designation as the terminus of the 
energy supply pipeline in the United States.  Massachusetts is well positioned both as a major player in 
the nation’s emerging offshore wind industry, and to become the supply chain hub for the U.S. East 
Coast.  With this emerges an opportunity to recapture some of the billions of dollars currently spent on 
energy imports, grow regional energy production and build new industries that will create meaningful 
jobs and economic opportunities for the Commonwealth. 

In many ways, the Cape community carries battles scars from the recently concluded, 15-year battle 
over Cape Wind in Nantucket Sound.  Mending old wounds and then moving forward in a thoughtful 
manner that engages the local communities is critical to the success of offshore wind in this region.   

To that end, Bay State has become a committed partner in community level outreach, and building 
support for the next generation of wind projects represented in this RFP.  This is evident through such 
activities as sponsorship of our 2016 Annual Meeting, and participation in forums, meetings and 
roundtables.  Currently, we are working together to organize an offshore wind industry forum in the first 
quarter of next year, that will help with this effort. 

We look forward to the economic opportunities that this fledgling industry will bring to our shores, and 
with Bay State Wind as a partner – know there will be great success. 

  
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Wendy K. Northcross, CCE 
Chief Executive Officer 





December 11, 2017 
 
 
Mr. Thomas Brostrøm 
President 
Ørsted Wind Power U.S. 
100 Oliver Street, Suite 2610 
Boston, MA  12201 
 
 
Dear Mr. Brostrøm: 
 
As a supporter of Massachusetts’ landmark legislation to promote a homegrown offshore wind 
industry at least ten miles South of Martha’s Vineyard, I am pleased to support the procurement 
of economically and environmentally sound utility-scale offshore wind projects here in the 
Commonwealth. I am confident that the upcoming competitive solicitation process will 
demonstrate the wisdom of the legislature’s commitment to procure up to 1,600 MW of offshore 
wind over the next decade, and will yield significant new, clean, reliable and cost-effective 
generation resources needed to replace the growing number of power plant retirements across the 
region. 
 
I am particularly enthusiastic about the opportunities presented by offshore wind to spur new 
economic activity in Massachusetts. With world-class academic and training institutions, a 
skilled and highly motivated workforce, and modern infrastructure - all in close proximity to the 
project area - Massachusetts is ideally situated to host this emergent clean energy industry. I am 
pleased that Bay State Wind has made a strong financial commitment to the environmental 
sustainability and economic vitality of the Cape and Islands. 
 
Massachusetts has long been a leader in clean energy production and this project will help put us 
on a path towards 100% renewable energy. We look forward to working with the offshore wind 
industry to advance sustainable energy and community benefits that help the residents of our 
district.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dylan Fernandes 
State Representative 
Barnstable, Dukes, and Nantucket 















 
 
 
        December 14, 2017 
 
 
 
Ms. Lauren Burm 
Head of Public Affairs 
Bay State Wind 
One International Place 
100 Oliver Street Suite 1400 
Boston, MA. 02110 
 
 
Dear Ms. Burm: 
 
 Please accept this letter of support for the exciting proposal developed and submitted by 
Bay State Wind to the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources to provide the 
Commonwealth ratepayers with clean renewable energy from offshore wind. Your proposal to 
build a wind farm off the coast of Massachusetts is a major investment of finance capital and 
human resources, designed to generate sustainable renewable electricity at a price that is 
competitive in the current and future energy market. 
 

Since pioneering the first offshore wind farm in 1991 in Europe,  Orsted, established 
itself as the leader within the global offshore wind power production sector, building over a 
quarter of the world market's current capacity.  Likewise, Eversource, which has a record of over 
100 years in supporting the growth of Massachusetts communities and businesses, has a long and 
successful record of accomplishment bringing critically needed transmission reliability projects 
to fruition, and is leading the way in New England in the transition to clean, renewable and 
reliable sources of energy.   

 
The proposed Bay State Wind partnership of these two excellent companies represents an 

opportunity to capitalize on the wonderful experience of both partners’ experience to create a 
new, renewable energy sector here in the United States with the port of New Bedford at its 
epicenter. 

 
As you know, the Massachusetts Wind Energy Area (MAWEA) is the largest offshore 

wind area along the East Coast. It is located roughly 25 nautical miles south of New Bedford and 
the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) estimated that the MAWEA has sufficient 
energy capacity to serve nearly half the households in Massachusetts.  

 
On behalf of the New Bedford Wind Energy Center, I am pleased to support the 

commitment by Bay State Wind to utilize the port of New Bedford for both deployment of your 
wind towers and turbines as well as your plans to utilize the port of New Bedford for ongoing 
operation and maintenance activities.  



 
 

 
Deployment of your proposed wind farm at the New Bedford Marine Commerce 

Terminal will create hundreds of well-paying construction jobs and have a significant economic 
impact in the area. In addition, your proposal to utilize the port of New Bedford for operation 
and maintenance activities will result in long-term employment opportunities for area residents 
over the next several decades. 
 

Creation of a domestic supply chain is a critically important issue to New Bedford, the 
Commonwealth and to this region. Although it is likely that the major components such as 
foundations, nacelles and blades required during the initial build-out will be sourced in Europe, it 
is my hope and expectation that Bay State Wind will collaborate with the New Bedford Wind 
Energy Center to develop a robust supply chain here in New Bedford and throughout the 
SouthCoast region.  

 
As you know, the New Bedford Wind Energy Center (NBWEC) stands ready to facilitate 

introductions and broker relationships with many local and regional companies that are eager to 
participate in the offshore wind supply chain. Please let me know if we can be of assistance in 
any way to enable your success and to develop a domestic supply chain in America.  
 
    
        Sincerely, 

       
        Paul L. Vigeant 
        Managing Director 
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December 12th, 2017 
 
Mr. Thomas Brøstrom 
Co‐Chairman and President 
Bay State Wind LLC 
100 Oliver Street, Suite 2610 
Boston, MA 12201 
 
 
Dear Mr. Brøstrom 
 
Thank you for your interest and support for the conservation of right whales. As you know, this 
species is facing a downturn in numbers, and calving is near an all‐time low. If you are successful 
in winning the power supply bids with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, we would be 
delighted to work with you and our fishing community partners (Mass Lobstermens Association, 
South Shore Fishermens Association) toward solving the problems that right whales face.  Bay 
State Wind has indicated their recognition of the risks to this critically endangered species, and is 
signaling a commitment to engage with stakeholders to reduce pressure on the population as 
offshore wind activity increases.  Your willingness to commit $250,000 to our research team to 
participate in these efforts speaks highly of your commitment and concern for the oceanic 
environment, and I want you to know we sincerely appreciate it. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Scott D. Kraus, PhD. 
VP, Senior Science Advisor 
Chief Scientist, Marine Mammals  
Anderson‐Cabot Center for Ocean Life  
New England Aquarium 
Central Wharf 
Boston, MA 02110 
617‐973‐5457 

 
 
 









The Lobster Foundation of Massachusetts is focused on preserving the sustainability of our state’s 
most valuable commercial, single species, harvested marine resource within state waters,             

the American Lobster. www.lobsterfoundationofma.org 
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The Lobster Foundation of Massachusetts 
  8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066 

781-545-6984 xt.4 
 

December 8, 2017  
 
Mr. Thomas Brøstrom 
Co-Chairman and President 
Bay State Wind LLC 
100 Oliver Street, Suite 2610 
Boston, MA 12201 

Dear Thomas;                                                                                                                                                            
I am writing to you today with great appreciation for Bay State Wind commitment to fund the            
North Atlantic Right Whale Entanglement Initiative project for two hundred fifty thousand dollars 
to both the Lobster Foundation of Massachusetts (LFoM) and the New England Aquarium 
(NEAQ).  The funding will assist to further advance the initiatives to reduce entanglements and 
serious injuries and mortalities to the North Atlantic Right Whale (NARW) while leveraging ideas 
from the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team.  The LFoM is committed to working with 
the NEAQ, the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) and the South Shore 
Lobstermen’s Association (SSLA) cohesively to attain and advance the efforts to reduce 
entanglements and serious injuries and mortalities to the NARW.   

The LFoM through our longstanding relationship with the MLA continues collaborating with 
stakeholders in the Massachusetts commercial lobster industry including lobstermen, scientists, 
and business leaders.  Furthermore, the LFoM continues coordinating our efforts with 
organizations and institutions such as the MLA, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution’s Sea 
Grant Programs; the Universities of Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island; 
Massachusetts Department of Marine Fisheries; and other members of our community to conserve 
and protect our marine environment and the abundant life it supports.    

In closing, we are looking forward to working with the NEAQ, the MLA and the SSLA to 
explore and expand the options to help mitigate interactions between the NARW and vertical 
lines here in the Commonwealth.  Bay State Wind has indicated their recognition of the historic 
and current importance of commercial fishing, in particular lobster fishing, to the region and the 
valued lifestyle and significant economic contribution to the state of Massachusetts. With this 
commitment, Bay State Wind is signaling their commitment to engage with their neighbors and 
identify critical needs that will bring benefit to all stakeholders. 

Thank you for the funding opportunity and your commitment to the North Atlantic Right Whale 
Entanglement Initiative project.  

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                      
Mike Bartlett                                                                                                                                                          

President 

cc. LFoM Board of Directors,                                                                                                                                                                                     
MLA Executive Committee  





 

       

 

December 8, 2017 

Mr. Leon Olivier 
Executive Vice President 
Eversource Energy 
56 Prospect Street 
Hartford, CT  06103 
 
 
Mr. Thomas Brostrøm 
President 
Ørsted Wind Power U.S. 
100 Oliver Street, Suite 2610 
Boston, MA  12201 
 
Dear Messrs. Olivier and Brostrøm: 
 
As a supporter of Massachusetts’ landmark legislation to promote a homegrown offshore wind industry, I am 
pleased to support the procurement of economically and environmentally sound utility-scale offshore wind 
projects here in the Commonwealth. I am confident that the upcoming competitive solicitation process will 
demonstrate the wisdom of the legislature’s commitment to procure up to 1,600 MW of offshore wind over the 
next decade, and will yield significant new, clean, reliable and cost-effective generation resources needed to 
replace the growing number of power plant retirements across the region. 
 
I am particularly enthusiastic about the opportunities presented by offshore wind to spur new economic activity 
in Massachusetts. With world-class academic and training institutions, a skilled and highly motivated workforce, 
an advanced industrial base, and modern infrastructure - all in close proximity to the project area - 
Massachusetts is ideally situated to host this emergent clean energy industry.  I am pleased that Bay State Wind 
has made a strong financial commitment to the economic vitality of the region and I look forward to working 
with Bay State Wind and other offshore wind developers in leveraging these local assets and investing in long-
term local economic growth. 
 
I anxiously await the outcome of the upcoming utility procurement process for offshore wind, and look forward 
to working with the offshore wind industry to make the promise of offshore wind’s growing role in the 
Commonwealth’s green economy a reality for my constituents. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michelle N. Hantman 
President & CEO 


	Attachment 7-6_Project Support Letters
	Attachment 7-6_Project Support Letters
	Attachment 7-6_Project Support Letters
	Attachment 7-6_Project Support Letters
	Attachment 7-6 Project Support Letters
	Attachment 7-6 Project Support Letters
	12.13.17 orsted letter
	Attachment 7-6 Project Support Letters
	Attachment 7-6 Project Support Letters
	Attachment 7-6 Project Support Letters_rev1
	Attachment 7-6 Project Support Letters
	Attachment 7-6 Project Support Letters
	Attachment 7-6 Project Support Letters
	Attachment 7-6_PACE Letter of Support
	Attachment 7-6_SSCAC Letter of Support
	Attachment 7-6_ABCD Letter of Acknowledgment
	Letter of Acknowledgement BSW Nov 10
	siganture page (002)

	Attachment 7-6_Town of Aquinnah Letter of Support

	CVEC Letter

	Support Letter Bay State Wicd12062017

	Bay State Wind Support Letter - CC Chamber

	LFoM Letter to Orsted 12-8--17
	Orsted (2)

	20171212160540944


	83C Offshore Wind RFP Orsted Support Letter

	Kraus_Bay State Wind Endorsement letter
	SPRKBOS00217121408420

	Bay State Wind letter.NBWEC.December 142017

	Bay State Wind Letter

	Immigrant Assistance Letter

	Cabral_Offshore Wind_12.15



